
ñOur purpose is to love God, care for others, and be Christôs witness to the worldò 

A Birdôs-Eye View  é  

Valmont Community  Presbyterian Church  

March and April is mission season 

at Valmont Church.  Twenty per-

cent of our church was out of town 

on mission work trips during that 

time!  That is a delightfully surpris-

ing number.  It is surprising in the 

sense that one would not expect a 

church to send such a large propor-

tion of its worshipers as missionar-

ies. 

There is another number that may 

surprise you.  These two teams car-

ried with them over $2300 donated 

by Valmonters for construction 

materials!  That is as if every wor-

shiper on a typical Sunday gave 

$46 ï above their regular offering.  

As you will see on May 16th at the 

mission potluck, that literally put 

walls and floors in a home. 

These numbers, however, are not 

surprising to me - when I consider 

the source of the missionary effort.  

Over the past several years Val-

mont has come to realize the bless-

ing of mission.  As a first-timer on 

this yearôs team to Louisiana 

wrote, ñAfter a week of recovery 

time Iôm beginning to understand 

and appreciate who really bene-

fited from our time together.  Al-

though I was saddened to see the 

extent of devastation and hardship 

in Houma and surrounding areas, 

to see the rebirth of a home and 

uplifted spirit of its future fami-

lies, I came away renewed in 

body and spirit.ò 

To bless is to be blessed ï not in 

the sense that we are earning 

merit or assuaging guilt, but that 

we are able to celebrate the good 

fortune of others and to bask in 
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their joy. To be blessed is to real-

ize that ñin the image of Godò in-

cludes Miss Magdalena and Miss 

Alice.  To be blessed is to experi-

ence the unity of the Body of 

Christ, as Presbyterian and Meth-

odist and Baptist together serve 

Christ by serving ñthe least of 

these.ò  To be blessed is to end 

the day tired and sore, and be able 

to say, ñGod, that feels good!ò  

Amen. 

 

in Christ's service,   

The Rev 
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Activities 
 

Every Sunday ï Iglesia meets 3:00-5:00pm 

 

Every Tuesday: Work with Donðcall for times 

 

Every TuesdayðChoir  meets 7:00 

 

Every Thursday ï Iglesia meets 7:00-9:00pm 

 

Every Friday ï AA meets 8:00-10:00pm 

 

Apr 25, May 2, 9, 16, 23:  Jeremiah study; 5:50pm 

 

May 2:  Joint Pot-Luck after worship with the  

             Iglisia Church 

 

May 11-13:  Wee Kirk Conf., Glorieta, NM 

 

May 15:  Presbytery Meeting, Ft Morgan 

 

May 16:  Pot-Luck & Mission Trips Report 

Elders: 
Cheryl Craig                      Chris Brickey  
David Hustvedt  Joyce Glazier 

Clerk of Session: 
   Anne Harris-Cross  

Deacons: 
Stella May Montgomery 
Ruth Tisdale 
Dottyanne Bird 

May  
is a double  potluck month! 

Mark your calendar 
 

May 2 is the joint Pot-Luck after 

worship with the Iglisia Church 
 

May 16 is the Pot-Luck & Mission 

Trips Report 



Page 3 

Spinach Salad with Goat Cheese and Walnuts 

Ingredients:   

Dressing: * 1 tablespoon red wine vinegar  *  1 tablespoon minced shallot or red onion 

  *  2 teaspoons Dijon mustard  *  1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 

     *  Freshly ground black pepper  *  3 tablespoons quality walnut oil 

Salad:  * 8 cups baby spinach leaves, stems trimmed, washed, and dried 

  *  1/2 cup whole or chopped toasted walnuts 

  *  1/3 cup crumbled goat cheese 

Directions: 
In a small bowl, combine the vinegar, shallot, mustard, salt, and pepper. Gradually whisk in the oil to make a 

creamy dressing.   Put all but a large handful of the spinach in a large bowl. Toss with most of the dressing. 
Add remaining spinach and continue tossing until well coated. 

Serve immediately topped with goat cheese and walnuts..                                 From the Food Network.com 

Pig Roasts and Potlucks 

PDA ï Helping One Family at a Time 
 

There is a story about a boy and a beach littered with starfish.  The boy is throwing starfish back into the ocean.  

When a man approaches him and says that it is hopeless, there are just too many, the boy replies, ñTell that to this 

oneò as he throws it back into the sea.  Thatôs how it feels at times down in Louisiana.  The areas which have been 

damaged have a good number of houses which need assistance (and those are just what you can see from the street).  

Looking around you wonder what can our little team do.  What we can do is to help one family at a time.     

 

One evening our team visited the McCoys whose house we worked on last year, and we were able to see what small 

teams can do.  When our team worked on the house, we wondered how it would ever be finished.  Never in our 

wildest dreams were we able to imagine that the house would look so wonderful!  It took two months from the time 

our team was there for other teams to finish the house so that the McCoys could move back in.  Joanne McCoy 

proudly showed me the bargains she had found on cabinets and the cooktop hood.  Most importantly was how happy 

the McCoys are back in their own home.  They had been living with family and were pleased to be back in their own 

space. 

Driving around the area, we saw other homes in need of help.  But we realized that we can make a difference one 

family at a time.  This year we helped Miss Magdalena and her daughter-in-law, Miss Alice.  Now we wonder what 

Miss Magdalenaôs house will look like when it is done.  We know 

that our team is just one part of the solution for Miss Magdalena and 

her family. 

Valmontôs PDA teams will be hosting a potluck in the next month or 

so.  Come hear much more about Miss Magdalena and her amazing 

house!  -  Cheryl 

MissionsðWhat is in Your Future  
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ice with $500 worth of 
Lowes gift cards that were 
left over at the end of the 
week.  In all, Valmonters 
contributed over $2300 in 
gift cards. used in Louisiana 
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team, along 
with Alice and 
Veronica, 
gather for a 
photo with 
homeowner 
Miss Magda-
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Home away from Home  

Mike in-
stalling a 
window  

Phil installing 
subfloor  

Allen framing a win-
dow �² Allen is repre-
senting the state of 
Nebraska on our team.  

Cheryl painting trim 
boards �² check out 
the house in the 
back ground.  

�7�U�H�Y�R�U���D�Q�G���³�7�K�H��
�5�R�P�D�Q�D�W�R�U�´���L�Q��
stalling sheeting  

Stephen pre-
paring the floor 
for a Wall.  

Mandy & Ashley installing 
subfloor.  

houma Mission Field 2010  
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After  

===>  


